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Lighting the way
Located at Indooroopilly, only 8 kilometres from 
Brisbane’s CBD and close to public transport, Brigidine 
#IFF?A? CM 1O??HMF;H>ɇM IHFS "LCAC>CH? M=BIIFȼ IǙ?LCHA 
a Catholic all girls school secondary education for 
approximately 800 students in Years 7 to 12. 

As educators and parents, we understand what  
you most want for your daughter: to be happy,  
to be independent, to be thoughtful of others  
and reliable, and to have a meaningful life. 

!N "LCAC>CH? #IFF?A? ?P?LS MN;Ǚ G?G<?L CM =IGGCNN?> NI NB? BIFCMNC= ?>O=;NCIH I@ ACLFMȻ 4B? #IFF?A? CM 
non-selective, educating girls of all abilities and backgrounds to enable them to develop and walk their 
own path. We recognise that life is more than a report card. Even so, our girls attain exceptional results.

4BLIOAB ;=;>?GC=ȼ MJCLCNO;Fȼ MJILNCHA ;H> =OFNOL;F IJJILNOHCNC?M IOL ACLFM ǛIOLCMB F?;LHCHA BIQ NI 
participate, be brave and lead in a myriad of endeavours. 

Our girls are inspired to value learning, to be true  
to themselves and to exhibit the teachings of  
Christ and the Catholic faith. They are challenged 
to create a more just world and to live in Strength  
and Gentleness, our motto.

 
Brigidine College was established in 1929 and is a Kildare Ministries school in the Brigidine tradition. 
From our Celtic origins, the St Brigid’s Lamp of Learning is the sign of the light of Christ and the light  
of learning igniting the sense of hope and purpose that education brings.

We continue to honour our heritage while forging ahead with exciting plans for our future and for  
the girls who will have a home with us.

Let us welcome you to Brigidine.

Brendan Cahill
College Principal

Welcome to Brigidine 
College, a school where we 

are dedicated to developing 
young women through 
education, experience,  
faith and service to be 

women of our time.
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The choice of school for your 
daughter is the compass you give 
her for life. At Brigidine our young 
women live the Brigidine Sisters’ 
motto - Strength and Gentleness.  

It serves them well for life.

Compass for life
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Enduring Values
Our College has a long and proud Irish heritage.  
4B? )LCMB "CMBIJȼ $;HC?F $?F;HSȼ <?=;G? =IHPCH=?> 
that the best way forward was to provide an education 
to the people of Ireland. On 1 February, 1807, he 
@IOH>?> NB? #IHAL?A;NCIH I@ 3N "LCAC> ;N 4OFFIQȼ  
the centre of the Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin,  
in south-east Ireland.

St Brigid links the congregation to the spiritual heritage 
of St Brigid, Patroness of Ireland, and to the ancient 
Order of St Brigid of Kildare. 

From the beginning, Brigid’s ministry was associated 
with deeds of hospitality and compassion and, down 
NBLIOAB NB? =?HNOLC?Mȼ 3N "LCAC> B;M <?=IG? ; ǚAOL?  
of wisdom to the Irish people.

Our College, founded by the Brigidine Sisters in 1929, seeks to further this Brigidine tradition and ethos 
by modelling the charism of St Brigid, through the motto: Strength and Gentleness.

Core Values
)H FCPCHA IOL PCMCIHȼ IOL MN;Ǚ ;H> IOL MNO>?HNM QCFFȽ

• Be faithful to our Catholic heritage

• Welcome all people, especially the most vulnerable

• Celebrate all that is good with joy and gratitude

• Engender a love of learning, hope and a sense of purpose

• Model and practise justice and service  

At Brigidine we draw on 
a deep history of purpose 
to develop and celebrate 
women’s ability to make 
the world a better place 

through their vision  
and courage, Strength 

and Gentleness 
 

(Fortiter et Suaviter).
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What do you get when you blend 
the calibre of our staff, the offerings 

of our school and the unique 
talents of each student? 

High Achievers
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Foundations laid
Learning Skills
Brigidine follows a Learning Framework to develop  
?;=B MNO>?HNMɇ ;<CFCNS CH ǚP? E?S ;L?;M NB;N QCFF  
enhance their learning of any subject and approach  
NI ;HS ?H>?;PIOLȻ 4B?M? ȕȔMN #?HNOLS MECFFM CH=FO>?Ƚ 

ɗ 3?F@ 2?Ǜ?=NCIH
• Collaboration
ɗ %Ǚ?=NCP? #IGGOHC=;NCIH
• Independence
• Flexibility and Adaptability

Impressive Results
4B? 9?;L Ț ;H> Ȝ .!0,!. L?MOFNM ;L? =IHMCMN?HNFS 
96-100% above national standard, an indication of our 
students’ engagement with teachers and their studies. 

%P?LS S?;Lȼ IP?L ȜȚˠ I@ 9?;L Ȕȕ /0 ?FCAC<F? AL;>O;N?M ;L? IǙ?L?> NB?CL ǚLMN IL M?=IH> JL?@?L?H=? @IL 
N?LNC;LS JF;=?G?HNMȻ 7CNB ?Ǚ?=NCP? MNO>S MECFFMȼ Q??EFS /JNCG; F?MMIHM ;H> @I=OM?> CH>CPC>O;F F?;LHCHA 
JF;HMȼ "LCAC>CH? MNO>?HNM ;L? L?;>S NI MO==??> CH ;FF @ILGM I@ ;MM?MMG?HN ;M J;LN I@ NB? 1#%ɟ!4!2 
JLIAL;GMȻ !>>CNCIH;FFSȼ IOL 9?;L ȔȕM ;FMI A;CH 6%4 KO;FCǚ=;NCIHM NI ?HLC=B F?;LHCHA əșȘˠ CH ȕȓȔȚɚȻ

Exceptional teachers
4?;=B?LM ;N "LCAC>CH? ;L? BCABFS NL;CH?> CH NB?CL MJ?=C;FCMN ;L?;Mȼ J;MMCIH;N? ;<ION NB?CL QILE ;H> 
A?HOCH?FS =;L? ;<ION NB?CL MNO>?HNMȻ 4B?S ;L? AOC>?> <S NB? JBCFIMIJBS I@ ɆCHMJCLCHA SIOHA QIG?H NI 
<? NB? >CǙ?L?H=?ɇ ;H> ;L? =IHM=CIOM I@ LIF?ɐGI>?FFCHAȻ 4BCM CM CFFOMNL;N?> CH NB? Q;S NB?S ;L? FC@?FIHA 
F?;LH?LMȻ !FF I@ IOL N?;=B?LM L?AOF;LFS OH>?LN;E? JLI@?MMCIH;F >?P?FIJG?HN ;H> IP?L Țȓˠ I@ IOL MN;Ǚ 
B;P? JIMN AL;>O;N? KO;FCǚ=;NCIHMȼ <? NB;N $CJFIG;Mȼ -;MN?LM IL $I=NIL;N?MȻ /OL 3JILNMɟ!LNM =I;=B?M 
;H> =IIL>CH;NILM ;L? ;FF ?R=?JNCIH;F JL;=NCNCIH?LM CH NB?CL ǚ?F>M I@ QILEȻ 

Importantly our teachers retention rate is 97%, ensuring great stability for our girls and signifying  
how engaged our teachers are with their work, each other, the students and the school as a whole.

Tailored Schooling
4B? #IFF?A? B;M ; MJ?=C;FCM?> -C>>F? 3=BIIF ə9?;LM Ț ɒ Ȝɚ QCNB MNCGOF;NCHA ;H> =IHN?GJIL;LS @;=CFCNC?Mȼ 
MJ?=Cǚ=;FFS >?MCAH?> @IL SIOHA ;>IF?M=?HN ACLFM NI =;N?L @IL NB?CL >?P?FIJG?HN;F H??>MȻ

A woman who will know 
her calling, have an 

engaging career, and a 
rewarding life, while 
helping those more 

vulnerable than herself. 

At Brigidine we lay  
the foundations for 

excellence and our young 
women do the rest.
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Fabulous Facilities
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Brigidine combines the grandeur of 
historic Queensland architecture with 

new, well-designed, purpose-built 
structures in a calm green setting to 
create one of the most eclectic and 

inspiring places to study in Brisbane.

Fabulous Facilities
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Closer to home, students can meet regularly with Swahili girls from Milpera School to bond and teach 
OHCKO? MECFFM ;H> F?MMIHM IL AI IH ;H ;HHO;F NLCJ NI .ILNB?LH !OMNL;FC; ;M J;LN I@ IOL 2?> %;LNB 
)GG?LMCIH JLIAL;GȻ 4B? M=BIIF B;M M?P?L;F GOFNC=OFNOL;Fȼ CMF;H>?L ;H> CH>CA?HIOM MNO>?HNMȼ QCNB ; 
.;NCIH;F 3ILLS $;S QCNH?MM?> ?P?LS -;Sȼ ?HB;H=CHA IOL MNO>?HNMɇ ;JJL?=C;NCIH I@ NB? >CP?LM? ;H> 
inclusive world we live in. More than 10% of our families speak a language other than English at home.

Business Opportunities
Business opportunities abound through work experience programs that start in Year 10 with over 60 
prominent organisations across Brisbane, such as media and theatre companies, health businesses, 
P?N?LCH;LS JL;=NC=?Mȼ L?N;CF IONF?NMȼ F;Qȼ ;L=BCN?=NOL;F ;H> ?HACH??LCHA ǚLGMȻ 4B?S =IHNCHO? QCNB 
additional work exposure through invitational weekends and internships with companies like 
4?=BHIFIAS /H? ə; H;NCIH;F )4ȼ !38 4IJ ȕȓȓ =IGJ;HSɚ;H> NB? 7?MF?S (IMJCN;FȻ

University Life
Starting in Year 10, students may participate in various extension programs run by Queensland’s most 
IONMN;H>CHA N?LNC;LS CHMNCNONCIHM ɒ 51ȼ 154ȼ 'LCǙCNBȼ 531 ;H> !#5Ȼ 4B?M? CH=FO>? B?;> MN;LNȼ 
;==?F?L;NCIHȼ SIOHA M=BIF;L ;H> ?RN?HMCIH MNO>C?Mȼ ;FFIQCHA MNO>?HNM CH 9?;L Ȕȓ NI 9?;L Ȕȕ NI >I ǚLMN 
year university subjects on top of their Brigidine timetable. Students interested in robotics have the 
IJJILNOHCNS NI J;LNC=CJ;N? CH 34%- ;H> 3=C?H=? QILEMBIJM FCE? 2I<IA;FM !MC; 0;=Cǚ=Ȼ

Conferences & Field Trips
At Brigidine, conferences are not just for adults. For example, our girls can attend the Youth Language 
!G<;MM;>IL #IH@?L?H=? ;H> JL?M?HN ; ȔȓɐGCHON? 4?>ɐNSJ? N;FE IH <OCF>CHA ;H CHN?LH;NCIH;FFS GCH>?> 
Australia, a Justice and Democracy conference in Melbourne or leadership conferences in Sydney.  
/H NIJ I@ NBCMȼ Q? B;P? GOFNCJF? ǚ?F> NLCJM @IL "CIFIASȼ '?IAL;JBSȼ 4B? !LNMȼ M?F@ɐ>?P?FIJG?HN ;H> GIL?Ȼ 

Chances are, if it is happening in the real world, our 
students can be a part of it at Brigidine. This is how 
we shape women of our time, and why people 
know that they can depend on a Brigidine girl.
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The totality of our Wellbeing programs creates strong 
connections between staff and students and helps 
students build academic, social and emotional 
resilience, ensuring they thrive at Brigidine.

Counselling & Chaplain
"LCAC>CH? #IFF?A? #IOHM?FFILM JLIPC>? ; BCAB KO;FCNS JLI@?MMCIH;F =IOHM?FFCHA M?LPC=? @IL MNO>?HNMȼ 
J;L?HNM ;H> =;L?ACP?LM QCNB =IH=?LHM L?A;L>CHA MNO>?HN Q?FF<?CHAȼ IL L?KOCLCHA J;L?HNCHA MOJJILNȻ  
/OL >?>C=;N?> #;L??L #IOHM?FFIL ;H> 0?LMIH;F #IOHM?FFILM ;L? <;M?> CH 4B? 3IJBC; #?HNL?ȼ ; 
Q?F=IGCHA ?HPCLIHG?HN @IL ;FFȻ 4B?S ;L? =IGGCNN?> NI ;MMCMNCHA MNO>?HNM NI L?;=B NB?CL @OFF JIN?HNC;F 
;H> ;=BC?P? NB?CL AI;FMȻ 4B?L? CM ; #IFF?A? #B;JF;CH NI MOJJILN MNO>?HNM ə;H> MN;Ǚɚ ;H> NI B?FJ  
prepare them for sacraments.

Mentoring
At Brigidine, we recognise the importance of mentoring. In Year 11 and 12, each student has a teacher 
G?HNIL QBI G??NM QCNB NB?G IH?ɐIHɐIH? ;N F?;MN IH=? ; N?LG NI B?FJ NB?G L?Ǜ?=N IH NB?CL ;=;>?GC= 
JLIAL?MMȼ NB?CL F?;LHCHA ;H> NB?CL JIMN M=BIIF AI;FMȻ 4B?L? ;L? ;FMI 9?;L ȔȔ ,?;LHCHA G?HNILMȼ QBI ;MMCMN 
Year 7 and 8 students with study time each week. 

4B? J??L G?HNILM ;L? ;P;CF;<F? NI ;FF MNO>?HNM ;H> ;L? GO=B P;FO?> ;GIHAMN NB? M=BIIF =IGGOHCNSȻ 
4B?M? MNO>?HNM ;L? NL;CH?> CH NB? MECFFM NI FCMN?H ;H> B?FJ JLI<F?G MIFP? CH ; P;LC?NS I@ =IHN?RNMȼ QCNB 
further support available from the College Counsellors. 

Other Support
At Brigidine, there are other experienced leaders available to assist students who might be wanting 
@OLNB?L =B;FF?HA? IL ?RJ?LC?H=CHA MIG? >CǙC=OFNC?MȻ 4B?M? F?;>?LM CH=FO>? #OLLC=OFOG ,?;>?LM ;H>  
; F?;>?L L?MJIHMC<F? @IL 3?HCIL ;H> -C>>F? 9?;LM JLIAL;GMȻ 4B?L? ;L? G;HS 3NO>?HN 3?LPC=?M NB;N 
include: academic support, extension and enrichment through the College Learning Enhancement 
#?HNL? ə,%#ɚȻ 







28

Our Women
Meet Lyma Nguyen 
Lawyer, Advocate, Brigidine Graduate, 1999
Lyma, whose earliest memories stem back to the 
Indonesian refugee camp in which she was born,  
has devoted the better part of her working life to 
human rights.

She has particularly concerned herself with  
advancing criminal justice domestically and in  
the international sphere. Most notably she acts on 
behalf of ethnic Vietnamese Cambodians – as well  
;M @IL?CAH H;NCIH;FM @LIG !OMNL;FC;ȼ .?Q :?;F;H>  
;H> NB? 5HCN?> 3N;N?M ɒ QBI MOǙ?L?> >OLCHA NB?  
Khmer Rouge regime. 

Meet Claire Poppi
Jewellery Artist & Metalsmith, Brigidine Graduate, 2003

!ǜ?L L?=?CPCHA ǚLMN =F;MM BIHIOLM CH B?L &CH? !LN >?AL??ȼ #F;CL? 0IJJC ?MN;<FCMB?> ; MNO>CI QCNB INB?L 
jewellers and began her practice in jewellery & metal-smithing, focusing on sustainable design and 
Q?;L;<F? ;LNȻ (?L ?NBC=;F OM? I@ <CI>?AL;>;<F? ;H> L?=S=F?> G?N;FM NB;N @ILG B?L ?HPCLIHG?HN;FFS 
friendly jewellery line, Small Green Leaf, sits comfortably with the Brigidine charism of  
environmental stewardship.

Meet Hanh Luu, 
Director Good Price Pharmacy Warehouse

(;HB CM ; >CL?=NIL ;H> IH? I@ NB? ILCACH;F @IOH>?LM I@ 'II> 0LC=? 0B;LG;=S 7;L?BIOM?Ȼ ! AL;>O;N?  
I@ NB? 5HCP?LMCNS I@ 1O??HMF;H>ȼ (;HB B;M ; ";=B?FIL I@ 0B;LG;=Sȼ CM ; =OLL?HN L?JL?M?HN;NCP? I@  
NB? 0B;LG;=S 'OCF> I@ !OMNL;FC; ə1F> "L;H=Bɚ ;H> MCNM IH NB? "I;L> I@ $CL?=NILM I@ "LCAC>CH? #IFF?A?Ȼ

Meet Courtney Fook, 
Co-founder Active Eight

Courtney is a determined young woman who co-founded an inspiring business with her husband, 
<;M?> ;LIOH> IH? MCGJF? =IH=?JNȿ )H=FOMCIHȻ (?L <OMCH?MM Ɇ!=NCP? %CABNɇ JLIPC>?M SIOHA J?IJF?  
with disabilities, the opportunity to achieve their full social, emotional and physical potential through 
>;H=?ȼ >L;G; ;H> M?P?L;F INB?L JLIAL;GMȻ 4B? <OMCH?MM ;CGM NI JLIGIN? NB? =IH=?JN I@ CH=FOMCIHȼ  
so that everyone can participate in activities, regardless of your ability.

When your daughter 
attends Brigidine she 

joins a college that has 
educated and inspired 

countless young women 
to believe in themselves, 

to dream big, to act justly, 
to pursue challenging 

and noble causes, and to 
live a full life. These are 

women of our time.
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Meet Dr Amanda Rojek 
Doctor, Rhodes Scholar Brigidine Graduate, 2003

Dr Amanda Rojek is a Rhodes Scholar, UQ Valedictorian and humanitarian. She has an interest in 
global health security and is focused on improving patient outcomes in emerging and epidemic 
disease outbreaks, having led the RAPIDE trial in Sierra Leone during the West Africa Ebola epidemic. 

!G;H>; B;M PIFOHN??L?> @IL 2?GIN? !L?; -?>C=;F CH #BC=;AIȼ (;<CN;N @IL (OG;HCNS CH .?Q /LF?;HM 
and been a member of Queensland’s State Emergency Service. 

Meet Rachel Burke  
Designer & Artist, Brigidine Graduate, 2006

Rachel Burke is an Australian-based clothing designer and multi-disciplinary artist, photographer and 
author. Creating specialty, wearable art pieces Rachel documents her creative journey and daily art 
practice on her website and Instagram page. 

!FF I@ B?L NCHM?F A;LG?HN JC?=?M ;L? =OMNIG G;>?ɐNIɐIL>?L OMCHA BCAB KO;FCNSȼ OJɐ=S=F?>ȼ A;LG?HN <;M?M 
;H> B;P? <??H QILH <S =?F?<LCNC?M CH=FO>CHA 4B? +;L>;MBC;HMȻ 2;=B?F =IHNCHO?M NI MOJJILN "LCAC>CH? 
through presentations to current students.

Courtney Fook

Amanda Rojek

Hanh Luu
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We are close
Our vibrant campus is located on the corner of Ward  
and Fairley Streets, in the heart of Indooroopilly, not  
far from the University of Queensland at St Lucia. 

7? ;L? =FIM? NI @L?KO?HN L;CF ;H> <OM M?LPC=?Mȼ QCNB  
M;@?ȼ MOLLIOH>CHA MNL??NM @IL P?BC=F? >LIJɐIǙM ;H> 
private bus pick-ups for school excursions.

Our stately historic buildings and Convent are located on a prominent hilltop, surrounded by leafy 
MNL??NM ;H> IJJIMCN? JIJOF;L MJILNCHA IP;FM ;H> ; AL??H LCP?L <?FNȻ "S <?CHA ;<F? NI ;==?MM KO;FCNS 
external facilities nearby, we can optimise our urban footprint and ensure our fees remain highly 
;ǙIL>;<F? ;H> ;==?MMC<F? NI ;FFȻ

When your daughter enrols at our College, she will start an exciting educational journey,  
make extraordinary friends for life and grow in Strength and Gentleness

And so will you. Your family will be warmly welcomed, as is the Brigidine way, for ours is a close-knit 
community characterised by the best of Irish and Australian hospitality.

You will be able to attend and participate in numerous school functions including special occasions 
MO=B ;M IOL -INB?L ;H> $;OABN?L (CAB 4?; ;H> IOL &;NB?L ;H> $;OABN?L ?P?HCHAȻ  
You will be welcomed into our P&F and other committees. 

4BLIOAB NBCMȼ SIO B;P? NB? IJJILNOHCNS NI G;E? @LC?H>M QCNB INB?L J;L?HNMȼ @;GCFC?M ;H> =IHN;=NM  
of the College, that will enrich your life and last a lifetime.

Most importantly, you will play your part in shaping your daughter into a remarkable woman of our time.

Brigidine College is situated 
less than 8 kilometres from 
the centre of Brisbane City 

in Queensland, Australia. 
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53 Ward Street, Indooroopilly Qld 4068 

�  (07) 3870 7225    |    � IǙC=?ɭ<LCAC>CH?ȻKF>Ȼ?>OȻ;O 

www.brigidine.qld.edu.au


